Instructions
1. The first section on opposing gun control needs more support get 2 more. This section needs more authors who oppose clearly oppose gun control.
2. The whole literature review needs correction on organization and grammar and also spelling and also some ideas are not clear enough and some don’t make sense so please read carefully and correct it.
3. The citation in the Bibliography are wrong they must be formatted correctly following APA Style.
4. Please add more credible sources to the review.









GUN CONTROL 
II. Literature Review

The concept of gun control has been a hot topic throughout the American history. Many scholars have discussed this topic extensively as it is an important social issue in the modern world.  The United States of America has a very deep connection to guns. The topic of gun ownership is integrated into the American society since its earliest days; guns remain a symbol of the American pride for so many Americans. As the Second Amendment protect the right to own guns, many Americans consider the right to bear arms as a major feature of their freedom. On the other hand, there are several concerns related to gun ownership. Because of gun ownership, many mass shootings and general gun-related offenses have threatened the safety and security of the nation. Numerous scholars have written about this debate of gun control policies and how the public reacts to them. The conservative view towards gun control laws holds that they should not be restricted. Individuals have their right to defend themselves. Additional laws will not lower gun crime rates. On the other hand, liberal thoughts on gun laws advocate tighter laws. For this side of opinion, gun laws are necessary to stop gun violence and limit the ability of criminals to obtain guns as they believe that more guns mean more violence.
This section intends to review the existing literature and recent research studies. This review will be organized into three sections: the conservative view that gun owners should not be restricted; the view that lies between the two opposing arguments and argues for gun control laws to be moderate, and the third view is the liberal view that states gun control laws should be restricted.

Gun control laws should not be restricted
Numerous studies have found that immediate and tangible self-interest has a minimal influence on public attitudes toward many policy issues. Wolpert and Gimpel (1998) have examined the public attitudes toward gun control in order to determine whether gun owners have policy preferences or not. This article concludes that there is a big influence on public opinion about gun control regulation driven by the self-interest of individuals. Gun owners are most likely to be affected by strict laws on gun control. The authors argue that self-interest is less likely to influence policy preference, but it has a big impact when talking about attitude toward gun control laws (Wolpert & Gimpel, 1998). Although the murder rate in the U.S. is very high, and handguns are used to commit more than 50 percent of the cases, Americans have a strong belief in their historical gun culture (Spitzer, 1998). The history of policymaking culminated in the assault weapons ban and the Brady bill. There should be a new public policy based on an international model, that includes non-proliferation of new weapons and arms control for those that already exist, but whether this form of regulation would work or not is still debatable (Spitzer, 1998).
There are many social and political controversies in America centered on the tension between
protecting individual rights and fulfilling the needs and interests of larger communities (Celinska, 2007). The widespread of gun ownership in the United States and the public attitudes toward gun control. This clearly represents a competing between individualistic and collectivistic. Opponents of tighter gun control point to the Constitution as their base of support, as the American people are guaranteed the freedom to own a firearm for the purposes of protection (Lott, 2013). It is evident that gun ownership is an issue of pride for a larger number of Americans. Taking away the freedom of owning guns will make a significant number of Americans lose that important part of national culture. Another issue that is a critical point of discussion in favor of gun ownership is that it helps to deter crime. The logic of the argument is that by having citizens possessing firearms, it discourages potential criminals from engaging in behaviors that would harm others, since they know that they can also face harm if they attack a gun owner (Jacobs, 2002). Situations include school shootings and public attacks, which defenders of gun ownership point out can be easily nullified by citizens with legal firearms. They argue that if gun control is made stricter, a situation could arise where a shooter attacks schoolchildren or other citizens but there is no way of dealing with the shooter if citizens are not allowed to own firearms as they have done throughout American history. The crime deterrent is an important factor that is used to argue in favor of gun ownership and less strict gun control. 

Gun control laws should be restricted
An important opposing argument regarding to gun control laws is that the American public demands for stronger gun control. Opinion polls have influenced the public opinion about gun control. According to Smith (2002), the polls show that the public support for a stricter and regulated gun laws is highly supported and wanted. From this point of view, the general support for gun control has been extended to policies that are mainly intended to prevent the access of children to arms. This would make a difference in terms of preventing violence among young people. In his article, Smith underlines the high level of American public support to gun restriction laws especially in terms of extending the difference policies. In his article, he also provides an examination of historical trends in public opinion about guns.
Another argument for tighter gun control is that by having a tight gun law, we reduce the crimes and the violence by decreasing the availability of firearms. According to Moorhouse and Wanner (2006), if there are fewer guns there will be few crimes happening. There is a link between these two concepts. Gun control is related to crime rates and this is because of the ease of access to firearms when there is minimal or inexistent gun control. There is also the impact of spread of handguns on crime perpetration. Gun control may be used as a tool for reducing crime. 
The argument for handgun ownership is usually focused on the concept of self-defense and protection. In contrast, Hsiao and Bernstein argue that private ownership leads to more harm in the society than it prevents. Both sides of the argument are important to assess. However, there is a missing peace regarding to the gun ownership (2016.). DeGrazia (2014) argues that gun ownership is a way for individuals to maintain self-defense and feel secure in their homes and in public. Owning a gun is self-defeating because the evidence indicates that one is more likely to commit suicide and be killed, whether intentionally or accidentally, if one has a gun at home (Hsiao & Bernstein, 2016.). Since gun ownership is not beneficial for everyone, DeGrazia proposes as a middle ground policy that advocates for individuals who are in special need for guns in order to protect themselves. This policy is called ‘moderate gun control’ (Hsiao & Bernstein, 2016).
Many Americans believe that there is no need for more laws to govern the possession and use of firearms, and that more laws would not result in reduction of crime rates. However, it is necessary to note that a significant section of the American public wants some form of handgun control legislation. The majority opinion depends critically on the specific kinds of stricter controls envisioned, the likely costs, and the end purposes that additional controls are meant to serve. Gun control opinions in the United States since 1938 according to Gallup polls of that year have shown that 79 percent of the public favored gun control, and most surveys and polls conducted since then have reported more or less similar results (Wright, 1981). The poll data on the topic ranges from 1938 through 1972 and reported that the vast majority of Americans have favored some kind of action for the control of civilian firearms, at least as long as modern polling has been in existence.
Political figures and gun control groups have pushed for stricter firearm regulations while gun right advocates continue to fight for their rights as spelled out in the Constitution. Clark M. Neily has first-hand knowledge of what it takes to defend the Second Amendment. He also describes
how the U.S. government has conveniently interpreted different laws to its advantage.  However, a historic decision handed down by the federal court in District of Columbia v. Heller has changed present and future interpretations of The Second Amendment.  The decision handed down by the Supreme Court in June 2008 was that the Second Amendment protects an individual’s right to possess a firearm within the home and federal enclaves (Neily, 2008). 
Moderate Gun control

Two opposing views currently exist regarding this relationship. One perspective, often termed the objective dangerous hypothesis, maintains that gun availability increases violence levels. An alternative viewpoint asserts that gun availability has a negative rather than a positive effect on violence rates because the ownership of guns by law- abiding citizens acts as a deterrent to crime. Even if a positive association does exist between gun availability and violent crime, it is plausible that increased violence engenders fear among the general public, which in turn leads to the acquisition of guns for self-defensive purposes (Stolzenberg & D'Alessio, 2000).
From the perspective of existing legislation, the United States Congress has thus far failed the American people. The discrepancy between public support for gun registration as measured in the national surveys, and legislative inaction on the same issue leads to questions about the adequacy of traditional poll measures of public opinion. Many social issues are too technical, multifaceted, or removed from public view for mass opinion about them to be firmly held or clearly articulated. Gun control, when put in terms of a police registration system, may be considered an example of a relatively simpler type of issue, and one where a majority of the public has responded in a consistent manner for a number of decades. For this reason, it is the kind of issue on which a national legislature might be expected to reflect public opinion more closely than it does.
Conclusion
The various studies mentioned on the review highlight the problem of gun control and regulation, and how the public traditionally and currently reacts to it. Scholars have agreed that public opinion on gun control is very important and that some people prefer tougher laws and restriction while some believe that they have the right to bear arms in order to protect themselves. These studies were made for the better understanding of the complex relationship that the public have with guns and how that relationship intersects with their policy views.
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